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The California Collection

ouring of the state of California will reveal to you
its great diversity of wonderful specimen plants and
vegetation. Think giant sequoia (Sequoiadendron
giganteum) and redwood forest (Sequoia sempervirens). A
tour of the Garden’s California Area will present you with a
wide range of these plants, both in vegetation groupings and as
individuals. Plants from throughout the state are grouped here
by over 25 vegetation assemblages, which are also called plant
communities. Garden visitors are perhaps familiar with the
area’s alpine fell-field, vernal pool and chaparral beds. Other
plant communities have
a looser association, such
as ‘Berkeley Hills’ near
the Oak Knoll.
The Garden
was founded in 1890 on
central campus to serve
the teaching needs of the
Department of Botany.
Willis Linn Jepson was
an early participant in the
Garden’s development
and by 1892 over 600
kinds of California native
trees and shrubs had been
planted. Once the Garden
was relocated to its
current site in the 1920s,
The vernal pool at height of bloom.
the California Area was
reestablished according
to the geographic layout developed by Professor J.W. Gregg of
the Department of Landscape Architecture. An additional eight
major geographic collections were also established.
The California Area occupies the largest collection
acreage of the Garden at 14.5 acres, including the Mather

Redwood Grove. It is one of the most diverse collections of
California native plants in the world, including over 2,900
accessions of 1,071 species (1,600 taxa) and 301 rare taxa,
several on the brink of extinction. Large genera that are wellrepresented include California-lilac (Ceanothus), manzanita
(Arctostaphylos) and geophytes - plants from bulbs or corms.
A great deal of the early development in the California
Area was accomplished by Harry Roberts in the 1950s and then
by Garden horticulturist Wayne Roderick in the sixties and early
seventies. Mr. Roderick created early versions of the alpine fellfield, vernal pool, bulb
beds and serpentine
plant displays before he
left in 1976. He was an
internationally known
expert on the California
flora, especially
of geophytes, and
established connections
with plant lovers in
many other parts of the
world. Roderick was a
tough act to follow.
Roger Raiche
was assigned to the
California Area in
1981, a plumb job for
a man fascinated with
all plants. Raiche spent
nearly every weekend
traveling the roads and trails in California, exploring the native
flora and scenery. He developed a deep interest in serpentineendemic species and plant communities and brought back
countless seeds and cuttings to add to the collection. Literally
half of the accessions in the California Area today were collected
Photo by Roger Raiche

Vol. 35, Numbers 1 & 2

2									

University of California Botanical Garden at Berkeley

California (continued from page 1)
researched these topics and provided draft language which was
edited by staff. Drafts were honed during a prototype phase by
the Garden community (staff, volunteers, visitors). Funding
was provided by the Stanley Smith Horticultural Trust and the
Elvenia J. Slosson Endowment for Horticultural Research.
Research in the Collection
Overall, the Garden is used for a wide variety of research and
teaching purposes. In the California Area, UCB Professor
David Ackerly sampled extensively from the collection for his
work on the evolution of chaparral. This effort was published
as “Adaptation, Niche Conservatism, and Convergence:
Comparative Studies of Leaf Evolution in the California
Chaparral” American Midland Naturalist 2004, 163(4):654-671,
and summarized in the Winter/Spring 2005 Garden Newsletter.
Dr. Ackerly continues to use this collection for research,
currently on the impacts of global climate change. This semester
his freshman seminar class is working with Garden temperature
and phenology (flowering events) data to see how the flowering
of plants in the Garden has changed over the last several decades.
Students are following the flowering of 300 species. It was, and
is, due to the efforts of volunteers to record flowering data (since
the late 1980s) that makes this work possible today.
Photo by Roger Raiche

Photo by Photo by Holly

by Raiche or
by Raiche with
others.
It was
during Raiche’s
tenure that support
was found to
expand and
completely rebuild
the alpine fell-field
and serpentine
Ceanothus foliosus × griseus is just one
plant community
of dozens of Ceanothus specimens in the
displays. Both
collection.
were designed by
landscape architect Ron Lutsko, with rock work completed by
master stone mason Philip Johnson. Both projects were funded
by numerous Garden donors, inspired by Raiche’s enthusiasm
and expertise. The alpine fell-field looks “as if the oak tree
canopy had been trimmed back to reveal a natural alpine site,”
said one donor.
Horticulturist Nathan Smith joined the Garden staff to
work with Raiche in 2001. As Raiche reduced his work hours
during transition to retirement and a new career in landscape
design and installation, Smith learned the intricacies of this
collection. In time and with lots of hard work, Smith reclaimed
what had been an area of tenacious weeds to develop and expand
the Channel Islands plant display. Colleagues at the Santa
Barbara Botanic Garden and others assisted with acquisition of
plant material.
A major challenge in maintaining this diverse collection
is staffing. Until last year, the Garden has had 1.5 staff to work
in this collection. At present we have one full-time horticulturist,
Ken Bates, working diligently and with the help of volunteers.
Our ability to support and build the collection are held back
by this staffing reduction. Contributions to the California Area
Endowment fund would help us return the staffing level back to
1.5 FTE.
The organization by plant community provides critical
support of the teaching needs of campus courses. Over 1,000
UCB general biology students visit the Garden twice each
year for specific lessons on plant communities and ecology.
Many other courses from UCB and local community and state
colleges utilize this collection for a variety of lessons in plant
identification, ecology, and effects of global climate change.
Interpretive signage is being added, with signs about
the pygmy forest, Channel Islands plants, chaparral, alpine
fell-field, plant communities and conservation. These will be in
place by late summer. Docent Publications Committee members

Crater onion (Allium cratericola) flowers profusely in the
bulb beds of the Californian Area.
UCB Assistant Professor Chelsea Specht and her graduate
students have sampled extensively in the Garden, specifically the
onion genus Allium in the California Area. The work on Allium
was published in 2008 as “A molecular phylogeny of the wild
onions (Allium; Alliaceae): with a focus on the western North
American center of diversity,” by Nhu Nguyen, Heather E.
Driscoll, and Chelsea Specht, in Molecular Phylogenetics
and Evolution.
UCB Professor Alex Purcell is studying Pierce’s
disease, a serious problem in California’s vineyards and almond
orchards. This bacterial disease is transmitted by various insects,
including the introduced glassy-winged sharpshooter. Members
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Photo by Scott Hein, Save Mt. Diablo

Conservation in the Collection
Plant conservation is supported in numerous ways in the
California Area. The collection includes holdings of 301 rare
taxa (as recognized by the California Native Plant Society,
federal and state governments). These holdings provide the basis
for several introduction efforts in the Bay Area.
The Garden became a participating institution in the
national Center for Plant Conservation in 1987, taking its first
actions under that program in 1988. The Center is a consortium
of gardens and arboreta across the US dedicated to preventing
plant extinctions. Now including 36 participating institutions, the
Center provides technical guidance and helps develop protocols
for all aspects of conservation actions. These are guided by a
scientific advisory council and the findings of its sponsored
symposia.
Basic activities
are collecting
seeds for long term
storage, learning
how to grow species
to reproductive
maturity, and
if needed,
experimenting with
augmentations and/
or introductions to
increase the number
of populations.
It takes a village—
partnerships in
conservation ‘on the
ground’ benefit from
participation from
Mount Diablo buckwheat (Eriogonum
a wide variety of
truncatum) in the nursery.

interested parties. Garden staff benefit from the financial support
and participation of the US Fish & Wildlife Service, California
Department of State Parks, Bureau of Land Management, Center
for Plant Conservation and members of the California Native
Plant Society.
Garden staff launched introduction efforts for the annual
herb Mount Diablo buckwheat (Eriogonum truncatum) in late
2007, with additional introductions in 2009. Mount Diablo
buckwheat working group members continue to monitor these
sites, as well as the natural site. The monitoring data will inform
the working group’s future efforts.
Photo by Holly Forbes

of Dr. Purcell’s lab regularly tap the California grapevine for sap
necessary for experiments. See Dr. Purcell’s web site
for more details.
http://www.cnr.berkeley.edu/xylella/purcell/research.html
Plants from the California Area, as is the case from the
whole of the Garden, have supported, at least in part, dozens
of graduate degrees and continuing research of academics
around the world. In addition to these very formal studies, many
undergraduate students use the California Area for class projects,
such as studying western fence lizard behavior or pipevine
swallowtail butterfly populations. Sometimes cuttings are taken
to support hungry insect colonies in the UCB Department of
Environmental Science, Policy, and Management.

Baker’s larkspur (Delphinium bakeri) in habitat before
the site devastation.
In 2009, Curator Holly Forbes, Assistant Curator Barbara Keller
and Propagator John Domzalski made their first introduction
efforts for the Baker’s larkspur (Delphinium bakeri), a
herbaceous perennial. Stubbs Vineyard was the site of a trial
planting in March 2009, at which eleven nearly flowering plants
were placed in an existing fenced area. Ten of them flowered and
several set and dropped seeds that spring. One year later we are
encouraged by the survival of six plants and the observation of
nearly 40 seedlings. Tom Stubbs is an enthusiastic supporter of
this project and his Pekingese, Pepper, is a self-appointed guide
and mascot. Learn more about Stubbs Vineyard here:
http://www.stubbsvineyard.com/
In 2008, we received the gracious permission of Sally
and Mike Gale to develop a Baker’s larkspur population on their
Chileno Valley Ranch. Given the drought situation at the time,
Sally suggested waiting for a better rainfall year. In December
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Photo by Roger Raiche

the Garden to generate enough seeds to augment the existing
2009, we placed 45 dormant plants in a site of oaks and bays
population and in the future will attempt to create more
near an intermittent stream. In March 2010, nearly all the plants
populations. Garden Propagator John Domzalski developed
are in flower bud, and we are hopeful for good seed set and
a protocol to get good germination and Curator Holly Forbes
regeneration via seeds in the coming years. Thirty of these plants
documented their progress. Our success has been such that the
were provided by the Regional Parks Botanic Garden in 2008.
Garden was able to provide 12,500 seeds for an experimental
Learn more about Chileno Valley Ranch at:
planting at the wild locality in November 2009. Christal Niederer
http://www.chilenobnb.com/index.html
and volunteers are monitoring the germination and progress of
In January 2010, we planted 40 mature plants from 20
these plants, which looks very promising. In the meantime,
maternal lines, just coming out of summer/winter dormancy, at
John and Holly have sown another 180 pots of seeds provided
a site near Soulajule Reservoir in west Marin County. This is
by Dr. Bruce Pavlik of Mills College, in hopes of even greater
almost due south of the only known wild site. The board of the
seed numbers.
Marin Municipal Water District (MMWD) enthusiastically gave
permission to establish this federally and state-listed endangered
Supporting the Garden through Plant Sales
species on lands they steward. MMWD vegetation ecologist
The volunteer propagation program offers a comprehensive
Andrea Williams, US Fish & Wildlife Service members Kate
selection of native Californian plants. While we have a large
Symonds, Valary Bloom, and Josh Hull, and CNPS volunteer
offering of the quintessential California natives, CaliforniaM.L. Carle helped with the planting. In March 2010, all the
lilac (Ceanothus) and manzanita (Arctostaphylos), we also
plants have flower buds and should provide a great blue show
grow some of the lesser known, but highly desirable plants
in April. This site is fenced to protect the plants from cattle and
suitable for a drought-resistant, mediterranean-climate garden.
deer browsing, it has the most diversity of flowering species of
We have beautiful asters such as Corethrogyne and Erigeron,
three introduction sites. This planting effort was covered by the
the California larkspur (Delphinium californicum), a variety of
media in KWMR radio on January 29th with coverage by Jacoba
succulent Dudleya and a nice choice of trees and shrubs such as
Charles. http://westmarinradio.net/news/list/ and in the West
the pink flowering currant (Ribes sanquineum), the snowdrop
Marin Citizen on January 14th.
bush (Styrax officinalis), and some flannelbush
Kenwood Marsh
cultivars (Fremontodendron). These are but a few
checkerbloom (Sidalcea oregana ssp.
of the diverse collection we offer for sale.
valida) is a perennial herb known from
only two sites in Sonoma County.
Visit our native plant propagation blog at
Owners of the Deerfield Ranch
http://ucbgcn.blogspot.com/; it has a list of plants
Winery have been very supportive
currently available and their pricing.
of improving the situation for this
Plants are available on the Plant Sales Deck
species on their property. With seeds
every day the Garden is open from 10:30 am
collected by USFWS member Kate
until 4:30 pm.
		
For an opportunity to shop from an
Symonds and California Department
enhanced selection of native plants, we open our
of Fish & Game botanist Gene Cooley,
native plant propagation area for public sales
Garden Propagator John Domzalski
every Thursday from 10:30 am – 1:30 pm.
grew out several plants in our nursery.
Of course, our Spring Plant Sale will have
These were used to create a planting
Flannel bush (Fremontodendron
a large offering of California natives. The
in April 2009 adjacent to the naturally
californicum).
occurring sites at the winery. The
members’ preview sale is April 23rd, from
winery owners created the Kenwood
5 – 7:30 pm. The public sale is on April 24th,
Marsh Checkerbloom Society to assist with fundraising for
from 10 am – 2 pm. Buy a garden membership now for the
conservation efforts on its behalf.
opportunity to get first pick of the rare stuff!
See: http://deerfieldranch.com/CheckerBloomSoc.html
We will also be participating in ‘Bringing Back the
San Mateo thornmint (Acanthomintha duttonii) is an
Native Garden Tour.’ Our native plant propagation area will be
annual flower whose numbers have been declining drastically
open for sales on Saturday and Sunday, May 1st and 2nd from
at its only known locality in San Mateo County. The Creekside
10:30 am – 4:00 pm.
Center for Earth Observation launched a conservation project
			
—Holly Forbes & Bryan Gim
for this species in 2008, within which they contracted with
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the environmental impacts of farming and gardening, as well as
our use of natural resources. These pamphlets will be available
to our visitors here at the Garden and will be distributed to
educators, parents and other members of our
school garden communities to support and
improve gardening practices.
		
Class field trips to the Crops of the
World Garden will be the culmination of the
project. The new signs will be in place and
materials will be ready to take back to the school
sites. These classes will represent students and
parent chaperones that have been engaged in
their school garden but lack the funds to travel
to the Garden. A special tour will be designed
to connect the gardening they have been doing
at school with the crops found in our collection,
and to expand their knowledge and skills. This
project will create new ways of connecting
children and adults with the Garden, food plants and organic
gardening, and strengthening school garden programs with longterm positive effects.
—Christine Manoux

Photo by Christine Manoux

Photo by Christine Manoux

C

An exciting new project is underway in the Education
Department that will bring interpretation to the Crops
of the World Garden and to the many local school
gardens with which we work.
This project, funded by the
federal Institute of Museum
and Library Services (IMLS),
is multi-pronged, involving
the creation of new signage
and visitor pamphlets for
the Garden with reciprocal
materials for partner schools.
Additionally, class field trips
will connect gardening efforts
in our underserved school
communities with our Crops of
the World Garden.
Math in the Garden lesson.
Over the past few
years, Garden staff have been developing full-color, durable,
educational signs for each area of the Garden. These can be seen
throughout the Entrance Plaza, the glass house collections, and
each geographic region, with more signs coming soon. Six new
Crops of the World Garden signs funded by the IMLS project
will continue this work and be of the same style and quality.
We will also format the content of these signs in a manner
suitable for our partner school sites.
Each sign will serve a dual purpose: to describe the
plants in each planting bed, and to convey a concept linked to
how people grow (e.g. horticultural technique) or use the plant
crop (e.g. ethnobotany). Similar to the rest of the Garden, the
planting beds in the Crops of the World Garden are organized by
each crop’s place of wild origin. Six signs will cover the African,
Asian, European, North American, Mexican/Central American
and South American beds. These will serve as the first step in
interpretation, showing some of the major crops first cultivated
by peoples from these geographic regions. The South American
bed will highlight potatoes, tomatoes, quinoa, amaranth and
others.
The selected horticultural or ethnobotanical topics of
each sign were selected based on feedback from visitor, teacher,
student and docent surveys, and represent a range of plant
and gardening interests. Some examples include the role of
pollinators, building soil fertility and nutritional values of
edible plants.
“Sustainable gardening” is one major concept that will
be described further through the development of a companion
pamphlet. This concept is of increasing interest to both home
gardeners and school gardeners alike as more attention is paid to

Kids tasting samples in Crop Garden.
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Photo by Muinat Kemi Amin

n this new decade, I hope never
to hear again that “the Garden is
one of the Bay Area’s best kept
secrets”; although I recognize that
many have been slow to discovering
our wonders. In our continuing
effort to reach out to the public, I
particularly want to call your attention
to significant improvements in our
Photo by Kemi Amin
electronic communications. We began
with a revision of our website launched in October. It has been
garnering positive reviews, and I hope you will take the time to
share your opinions so we can continue to improve it. Next, we
implemented a secure online membership application system
to facilitate purchase of new, renewed, or gift memberships. In
addition to our monthly email Clippings that I announced in the
last newsletter, our web site also allows visitors to access newly
launched Facebook and Twitter pages. We have also started
a series of podcasts and hopefully, will soon have some nice
videos to share, including 360 degree panoramas; but please do
not let these substitute for a visit to see the real thing.
The advantage of these new electronic media is
that they are convenient and facilitate rapid and timely
communication. We have found them to be highly effective for
announcing upcoming programs/events or items of immediate
interest ranging from special blooms to newt migrations. In fact,
these avenues of communication have proven so effective that
we are discontinuing mailing program cards, a significant cost
savings in printing and mailing. If you haven’t already done so,

Left to right: Featured botanical artist Catherine M. Watters,
Garden Director Paul Licht, Mary Catherine Birgeneau
and Chancellor Robert J. Birgeneau at the Plants Illustrated
reception.

I hope you will sign up now for electronic mail via our
website. Only this semiannual Newsletter for members will
remain a regular paper communication. However, in the final
analysis, no form of communication or marketing is more
effective than word of mouth, and I urge you all to think of
yourselves as ambassadors to help spread the word about this
wonderful garden.
Another way we are reaching out to the public involves
expanding our audience through new and varied programs.
This summer, we plan to regularize the music/concert series
in the redwood grove; these will be held after hours, perhaps
weekly. In addition to our successful association with the artist
Gary Bukovnik, we launched what will hopefully become an
annual exhibition of botanical art/illustration in the Conference
Center. This exhibit was organized by the Northen California

Plants Illustrated exhibition notecards. Left to right: Aristolochia
californica by Lee McCaffree, Rosa rugosa and Dicksonia
antarctica by Catherine M. Watters.
Society of Botanical Artists and Catherine Watters, a well known
Bay Area artist. It featured over 50 entries from about three
dozen artists. The show
proved an overwhelming
success, bringing in many
regular and first time visitors
to the Garden.
If you missed the
exhibit, you can still enjoy
some of the beautiful greeting
cards—available in our gift
shop—based on several of the
Dozens of Franciscan
images. This exhibition was
manzanita (Arctostaphylos
then associated with our first
franciscana) cuttings are
offering of a formal course in rooting in the Garden’s nursery.
botanical art.
In part to maintain our position as one of the
country’s premier plant collections, we continue to expand our
conservation program. We are especially focused on native
California plants, and 2009 was noteworthy as we began some of

Photo by Holly Forbes
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A new orchid species from Haiti found in the collection!
Ornithidium donaldeedodii was published in
Lankesteriana, Vol. 9(3), 2009 by Profs. James
Ackerman, University of Puerto Rico and Mark Whitten,
University of Florida. This species was collected by
Dr. Donald Dod on the Massif de la Hotte of Haiti many
years ago. He wasn’t certain of its identification and
sent a duplicate plant to Dr. Whitten for further study.
Dr. Dod kept a few plants at the Garden. Some time
later these researchers were able to analyze its DNA
and discovered it was likely a new species. Study of the
plant’s morphology confirmed its uniqueness.
Drs. Ackerman and Whitten used one of the Garden’s
plants for the holotype (the specimen from which a
species is described for science).
Dr. Donald D. Dod (1912-2008) was a research associate
of the UC Herbarium and was provided space in Garden
greenhouses for his research plants, primarily from the
Dominican Republic. These plants were turned over to
the Garden after his passing. Dr. Dod and his wife lived
in the Dominican Republic from 1964 to his retirement in
1988, where he was instrumental in the establishment of
the Santo Domingo Botanical Gardens and the Museum
of Natural History, and in the creation of natural reserves
on the island (Moscososa Vol. 1, 2009).
Look for this new species in the Orchid, Fern, and
Carnivorous Plant House.

Photo by James Gaither

in the grove at the amphitheater. Not
only will this facilitate rental events like weddings, but it will
greatly improve our ability to hold programs, especially musical
offerings in this spectacular setting.
Over the years, we have received many requests by
people wanting to have a more permanent ‘place’ in the Garden,
without purchase of one of our tribute benches or picnic tables
which are very limited. To address this issue and to help support
a much needed improvement in the Garden, we are planning a
Tribute brick plaza to replace the current tour deck plaza. The
entire surface will be redone—a long overdue renovation-- with
the inclusion of engraved bricks. Details are discussed elsewhere
in this issue.
We look forward to seeing all of you enjoying the ever
evolving pleasures of this most wonderful garden.
				
—Paul Licht

NEW SPECIES DISCOVERED!

Photo by Paul Licht

our first reintroduction efforts for critically endangered
species. We have the good fortune to participate in the
recovery of the newly ‘rediscovered’ Franciscan manzanita
(Arctostaphylos franciscana) that has recently figured
prominently in the news about seismic safety work on Doyle
Drive in San Francisco. These projects are discussed in further
detail elsewhere in this issue.
Another important change in the Garden that may be
less immediately evident to visitors involves the expansion of
our Integrated Pest Management system. Our goal is to further
reduce and minimize the use of chemicals. We have already
eliminated the use of poison baits for rodent control and the next
big steps involve greater reliance on biological control agents
(e.g., nematodes, insect predators) and we are now planning to
implement a compost tea system accompanied by a switch to
organic fertilizers.
When I last reported, the
Mather Redwood Grove was going to
be closed for an extensive renovation
project on Winter Creek, the branch
of Strawberry Creek that traverses
the grove. I am pleased to report that
this project was a great success and
was amply tested by this winter’s
storms. In fact, the day for the final
inspection of the work by campus
coincided with the first major storm
of the fall and we all got a good
show. We were able to piggy-back on White water in
this project to get electricity installed Winter Creek.

Ornithidium donaldeedodii
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Celebrate – Honor – Remember

joyous Govan clan gathered on the Garden’s lawn on
an overcast December 21. Their laughter, smiles and
infectious happiness warmed the hearts of anyone
encountering the cheerful family. Linda and Greg Govan
beamed, delighted that their five children and spouses together
with 11 of their 13 grandchildren (plus a fiancé) came to
celebrate the placement of the new Govan family bench on the
lawn. A glowing Linda said, “ Greg and I look forward to many
years of enjoying this bench with our family.”
Photo by Vanessa Crews

Tribute gifts are an enduring way to honor cherished friends and
family and to commemorate those special occasions that stand
as milestones in our lives. Whatever the event, whoever you
choose to honor, the UC Botanical Garden can help you establish
a lasting remembrance with a tribute brick that can be enjoyed by
many for years to come.
Tribute bricks – and the stories they tell – become a part of the
history of the UC Botanical Garden. For the first time, we are
offering a limited number of bricks to be installed in the Tribute
Plaza near the Garden entrance.
The Plaza is a central hub of the Garden, providing a place for
groups to gather and for individual visitors to pause and reflect as
they enjoy the beautiful surroundings. Your tribute gift not only
commemorates a special occasion or someone, it also makes a
lasting contribution to help ensure the future of our cherished UC
Botanical Garden.
All orders for the first installation in the Tribute Plaza must be
received by June 30, 2010.
A gift of $900 provides an 8”x8” brick with up to six lines of text
and 20 characters per line.
Photo by Vanessa Crews

Garden docent Linda Govan and family.

A gift of $500 provides a 4”x8” brick with up to three lines of
text and 20 characters per line.
Bricks will be inscribed using uppercase letters and numbers.
The 20 characters per line include all punctuation and spaces. An
order confirmation will be sent prior to engraving.
For more information and assistance with dedicating a brick,
please contact the Garden’s Development Department at
510-643-2937.

Govan family bench plaque.
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Tribute Gift Orders

Please send completed form to:

Please accept this gift of ■ $900 - 8” x 8”

UC Botanical Garden Tribute Brick Campaign
200 Centennial Drive
Berkeley, CA 94720-5045

■ $500 - 4” x 8”

Name

City			

Address							
Phone						

State		

Zip

State		

Zip

Email

If you would like someone to be notified of your gift, please provide the following information:

Name

City			

Address							

Tribute given by: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Example: Jane Smith, Mom & Dad, The Smith Family

■ Please charge $________________________________ to my credit card.

■ Enclosed is a check, payable to UC Regents.

Card Number ______________________________________________________________________________ Expiration Date_________/___________

Signature

■
■
■
■
■
■

■
■
■
■
■
■

■
■
■
■
■
■

■
■
■
■
■
■

■
■
■
■
■
■

■
■
■
■
■
■

■
■
■
■
■
■

■
■
■
■
■
■

■
■
■
■
■
■

■
■
■
■
■
■

■
■
■
■
■
■

■
■
■
■
■
■

Here are a few sample quotes:

■
■
■
■
■
■

■
■
■
■
■
■

■
■
■
■
■
■

■
■
■
■
■
■

■
■
■
■
■
■

■
■
■
■
■
■

[8” x 8” Tribute]
AS THE GARDEN GROWS
BERKELEY GARDEN CLUB SO DOES THE GARDENER
LOVES FLOWERS
FOR OUR CHILDREN
2010
SALLY, JEFFREY, & LYNN
•
WITH LOVE
HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
NEIL & ANNIE FELDMAN
80 YEARS 9-23-2009
•
50
YEARS
TOGETHER
BRIAN TIETJEN
SEPTEMBER 1, 2010
DONNA & HOWARD PALMER

■
■
■
■
■
■

8” x 8” brick

■
■
■
■
■
■

4” x 8 brick

Bricks will be inscribed using uppercase letters and numbers. The 20 characters per line include all punctuation and spaces.
An order confirmation will be sent prior to engraving.
For Brick orders, please write the text to be engraved on the brick. Twenty (20) characters per line including spaces and punctuation.
$900 gift - six (6) line maximum; $500 gift - three (3) line maximun
$900 bricks can include botanical or nature illustrations. Contact 510-643-2937 for details.
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Tropical-looking landscapes with low water needs

Photo by Paul Licht

Photo by Paul Licht

ardeners who dream of growing a lush deep green
Senecio roldana, Japanese aucuba (Aucuba japonica) and
tropical-looking garden commonly view this desire to
hellebore (Helleborus).
be completely at odds with goals of water conservation.
When choosing perennials, look for strapped shaped
Desert succulents, California natives, Mediterranean herbs or
leaves, bold foliage and flower and tight forming groundcovers
even an arid exotic mix seem like the only compromise. Yet,
to tie plantings together. Try Dicliptera suberecta, Plectranthus,
with an adherence to certain
Justicia fulvicoma, kaffir lily
rules of design, proper
(Clivia miniata), cast iron plant
cultural practices and creative
(Aspidistra elatior), Beschorneria
plant selection, gardeners
and New Zealand flax
can achieve that lush and
(Phormium).
luxuriant tropical paradise
For vines, consider wongathey so covet.
wonga vine (Pandorea pandorana),
The following
Bougainvillea, and blood-red
general rules of design will
trumpet vine
help achieve the look of a
(Distictis buccinatoria).
lush tropical garden. Plant
As previously mentioned,
densely so that little or no
palms and bamboo are critical to
earth or structural surfaces
tropical design and many have
are exposed. Large glossy
moderate water needs including:
leaved trees, shrubs and
Parajubaea torallyi, jelly palm
Wonga-wonga vine (Pandorea pandorana) lends the tropical
liana look to the garden.
perennials should dominate
(Butia capitata), date palm
the design. Vary form,
(Phoenix), rock palm (Brahea),
foliage and color but, with some exceptions, avoid plants with
blue bamboo (Drepanostachyum falcatum) and Mexican weeping
bamboo (Otatea acuminata subsp. aztecorum).
thin leaves, grasses, conifers and succulents. In general, select
Many of these plants will be available at the spring
plants with tubular and single flowers. And most importantly, the
design must include palms and bamboo. Many plants that would
plant sale, and/or on The Plant Deck.
otherwise look temperate in nature, come to appear tropical when
				
—Eric Schulz
grouped with species of palm and bamboo. Context is critical.
To maintain a water-moderate garden, mulch well, plant
densely and water deeply yet infrequently. In the Bay Area and
with our typical clay soil, the plants listed here should grow well
with a deep watering every two to four weeks once plants are
established. Soil type, microclimate, exposure and proximity to
greedy tree roots all factor into a well planned watering regime.
There are many plants that look water thirsty but are
actually surprisingly moderate in their needs. Also keep in mind
frost hardiness, especially for the main structure of the garden.
For trees, focus on large leaved specimens or those with exotic
looking flowers. Choices include flowering dogwood (Cornus
florida ssp. urbiniana), loquat (Eriobotrya japonica), Magnolia
tamaulipana, Podocarpus, citrus, Jacaranda mimosifolia,
persimmon (Diospyros) and New Zealand Christmas tree
(Metrosideros excelsa).
For shrubs, try Isoplexus canariensis, honey flower
(Melianthus major), Salvia mexicana, Camellia japonica,
Isoplexis canariensis looks thirsty,
but is not.
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VOLUNTEER
Volunteering at the UC Botanical Garden not only offers one of
the most beautiful places to volunteer in the Bay Area, but also
a place to meet dedicated, knowledgeable people where your
contributions make a difference! The Garden is supported by
over 250 volunteers who donate well over 2500 hours a month
during our busy season. Volunteers generate much-needed
revenue for the Garden and help the Garden achieve
its mission.
Whether you’re most inspired by working hands-on with
plants either for sale or by supporting the horticultural staff
with Garden maintenance or if you’d enjoy working with the
public by assisting customers in the Garden Shop or leading
tours as a docent, UCBG’s volunteer programs have a spot
for you.
The Garden Shop
Greet visitors and sell gifts, books, and plants in the Garden
Shop and Plant Sales Deck. Chat with visitors and share
information about the Garden.
Docents
Lead tours for school children and adults, create and staff
educational events, design and present programs in school
classrooms.
Propagators
Propagate and grow plants sold throughout the year at the
Garden Shop and two annual plant sales.

Docent Training 2011
Do you enjoy working with people of all ages? Do you have a
love of plants and nature you’d like to share with others? You
can put those assets to work for the UC Botanical Garden by
becoming a Docent. We educate thousands of school children
and adults each year about plants and the natural environment.
Our docents create memorable and exciting learning experiences
for small groups of school children, university students and the
general public.
Training is provided by the Garden’s expert horticultural staff,
experienced docents, and by plant specialists from UC Berkeley
and the community. There will be opportunities for trainees
to shadow tours led by current docents and to practice giving
their own tours. Upon successful completion of the training
program and requirements, the commitment for leading tours is
a minimum of two tours per month for adults and school-aged
children for at least two years post graduation.
The program includes 24 sessions and will run January 10
through April 18, 2011 on Mondays & Thursdays, 1-4 pm.
Fee: $250 (includes one-year Individual UCBG membership),
$225 members.
For more information about volunteering, and to apply
for Docent Training, call the Volunteer Coordinator at
510-643-1924.

Photo by Perry Hall

Become a UCBG Volunteer!

Horticulture
Assist Horticultural staff with Garden maintenance, such as
weeding, raking and digging.
Curation
Engrave plant labels, clean seeds, help collect and prepare
specimens for research and herbarium, collect data on
Garden plants
Special Events & Programs
Be ambassadors for the Garden at on-site or community
events.
Volunteers greeting visitors at Garden entrance.
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VOLUNTEER
The Garden would like to recognize our volunteers of 5 or more years of service for 2010.
The Garden would like to recognize our volunteers of 5 or more years of service for 2010.
Thank you to all our dedicated volunteers! You make a difference!
Thank you to all our dedicated volunteers! You make a difference!
Name

Total Years

Name

Total Years

Name

Total Years

Carolyn Kasprik

5

Carlos Rendon

9

Frank Orme

18

Cristina Campbell

5

Elfi Tarazona

9

Tanya Muschietti

18

Diane Schreiber

5

Joan Kibbey

9

Claude Babcock

19

Jean Marie Hill

5

Ronni Brega

9

Ellen Rosenau

19

Joseph Como

5

Fran Costa

11

Gayle Roberts

19

Judith Jenkins

5

Jan King

11

Jack Dolhinow

19

Kuniko King

5

Lynn Winter

11

Mansur Nur

19

Laura Hogan

5

Albert Chiu

12

Sandy Sobey

19

Maggie Mead

5

Bonnie MacKenzie

12

Willy Adam

19

Miloanne Hecathorn

5

Dorothy Sanchirico

12

Tom Colby

20

Monica Clyde

5

Emma Connery

12

Brenda Wong

21

Steve Geahry

5

Steve Asztalos

12

Elizabeth Waterman

21

Anne Levine

6

Doris Graesser

13

Liz Jewell

21

Christine Krasovich

6

Elizabeth Woodbury

13

Nathan Shoehalter

21

Debra Valov

6

Emily McKibben

13

Barbara Donald

23

Elaine Halnan

6

Jane Sandstrom

13

Florence Yaffe

23

Janice Kidd

6

Jenny Schaffell

13

Janice Vargo

23

Kuniko Weltin-Wu

6

Louise Dutton

13

Tomiye Sumner

23

Michael Chinn

6

Mary Mentzel

13

Nancy Swearengen

25

Patti Itano

6

Melanie Mentzel

13

Pete Shell

25

Penny DeWind

6

Robert Coombs

13

Marge Brostrom

27

Ruby Long

6

Robin Johnson

13

Ramona Davis

29

Sally Schroeder

6

Susan Hall

13

Fred Dortort

30

Sherry Albrink

6

Edith Yu

14

Elly Bade

33

Tricia Winkelmann

6

Eleanor Stark

15

Barbara Licht

7

Eugenia Ng

15

Cynthia Plambeck

7

Pennie Warren

15

Edward Strauss

7

Eleanor Jardine

16

Holly Hartley

7

Betty Medwadowski

16

Marilyn Pekasky

7

Janean Jaklevic

16

Rosalie Holtz

7

Linda Govan

16

Cathleen Cooper

8

Mary McCarthy

16

Claudine Marquet
Kathryn Maack
Kathy Boardman

8
8
8

Patricia Wolf

16

Barbara Lyss
Cecile Weaver

17
17

Peter Langley
Susan Hoben

8
8

Alison Mills
Carol Foster

18
18
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PROGRAMS & EVENTS

Photo by Deepa Natarajan

he Garden rang in the New Year with a wonderful new
program on botanical art. Together with the Northern
California Society of Botanical Artists, the Garden
hosted a two week exhibition, “Plants Illustrated,”
of 52 botanical illustrations by 36 artists. Complementing the
display were many associated programs. Catherine Watters,
prominent botanical artist and curator of this show, gave the
lecture “History of Botanical Art” which attracted 60 people.
An opening reception was attended by over 100 people who
enjoyed cupcakes donated by Teacake Bakery and wine from
Barefoot Bubbly & Wine. Two silent auctions raised $700 for
the Garden. Notecards printed with three images from the
show were a huge success, and we’ve reordered more to keep
up with the demand. After the exhibition closed on January
29th, Catherine Watters taught a two-day course in botanical
illustration that was full with a wait list to boot! So we truly
started our programs off in a great way this year.
Programs in fibers & dyes are an on-going success.
We have continued to grow our relationship with California
College of Arts by including their “Soil to Studio” textile
students in our Fiber & Dye exhibit.

Sick Plant Clinic
First Saturday of Each Month 9 am – 11 am
Free, no reservations required

Anise-Swallowtail

New! Butterfly Walks
Fourth Tuesday of Each Month
(March – October) 3 pm – 4 pm
Join Sally Levinson, Garden volunteer
propagator, docent and caterpillar lady
as she guides you through the collection
in search of butterflies.
Free with Garden admission;
Children welcome

New! Introduction to Birding: A Field Course
Thursdays, April 1, 15, 29, 2010 8:30 am – 10:30 am
Learn the basics of identifying birds by sight and song on this rare
opportunity to study out in the Garden. This three part course will
take you through the Garden’s
collections with an emphasis on
hearing and observing birds in
the field.Your instructors will be
Chris Carmichael, Associate Director
of Collections and Horticulture and
Phila Rogers, expert birder.
$95, $75 members
Photo by Paul Licht

Felting with Plant Dyed Wool
Sunday, April 11, 2010 1 pm – 4 pm
Learn the basics of creating a hand-felted textile using plant dyed
wool with Ashley Helvey. You’ll be introduced to both a 2D and
3D object in addition to using gorgeous plant dyed and wools
from 13-mile wool, a predator friendly farm in Montana.
$50, $40 Members
Participants at the November 2009 olive brining program.

In November 2009, we had another new and
successful program on how to brine olives. Kathleen Elliot,
owner of the Hillcrest Ranch in Sunol, came to the Garden,
bringing with her buckets upon buckets of olives, and in the
program the class sorted through them, prepared a brine and
learned all about the joys of preparing this wonderfully
beneficial food. We sold cases of her exquisite early harvest
olive oil in the Garden Shop too. We’re already planning an
“Olive Institute” here at the Garden in the Fall to include, brine
and salt curing, milling, soap making, and cooking!
Vanessa Crews’ introduction of bean soup jars was
another huge hit. With the donation of heirloom beans from
Steve Sando of Rancho Gordo, the bean soup was delicious.
We used all organic lentils and grains (donated by Harvest
House in Concord) and sold out of our 60 jars in one
lovely morning of assembly. This will surely be a repeat
in 2010!
Nancy Nelson and I continued the Garden’s tradition
of wreath-making and look forward to teaching again this year.
The succulent wreaths are turning out to be a wonderful
success, and we continue to classes perfect our practices on
these year-round beautiful wreaths.
Volunteer propagator and docent Sally Levinson has
begun a monthly walk in the Garden in search of butterflies.
This walk will be held on the 4th Tuesday of each month
(March-October) at 3 pm, leaving from the Garden entrance,
free with Garden admission.
				
—Deepa Natarajan

Spring Plant Sale
Members’ Sale & Silent Auction:
Friday, April 23, 2010 5 pm – 7:30 pm
Public Sale: Saturday, April 24, 2010 10 am – 2 pm
Bringing Back the Natives
Sunday, May 2, 2010 12 pm & 2 pm
Come celebrate natives with our two
special tour offerings. At 12pm families
can join docents to learn about California Natives: Plants and People on our
popular ethnobotanical tour. At 2pm
join Garden Horticulturist of the California Area Ken Bates as he leads you
through the collection.
Free with Garden Admission
Peony
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PROGRAMS (continued from page 13)

New! National Public Garden Day
Friday, May 7, 2010 9 am – 5 pm
Come support your favorite
public Garden. To show our
gratitude for your support we’ll
be handing out postcards
and free one-time use passes to
all visitors who come through
this day. Sign up for a membership and receive a special gift.
There will be a docent led tour at 11am and 1pm leaving
from the Garden shop. Free with garden admission
Unselt Birding Breakfast and Walk
Saturday, May 8, 2010 8 am – 11 am
Join the flock of bird enthusiasts on this annual walk led by
Chris Carmichael, Associate Director of Collections and
Horticulture and Phila Rogers, expert birder. Includes a light
breakfast. Heavy rain cancels this walk. Free with Garden
Admission; Limited to 20; Registration Required
Succulents for Little Green Thumbs
Saturday, May 8, 2010 2 pm – 3 pm
Children of all ages, together with their parent/guardian,
will explore amazing succulents, discover where and how
they grow, and pot-up their plants
to take home. The program features
a mini-tour of the Arid House and
Desert collections, and refreshments
made from edible succulents.
$20, $17 members;
price includes one adult and
one child; $12 each additional
child or adult per family

Introduction to Chinese Traditional Medicine
Sunday, May 23, 2010 1 pm – 3 pm
Come listen to Anastacia White, practitioner and teacher of
Chinese Traditional Medicine talk on the principles of CTM.
The talk will be followed by a walk in the Garden’s Chinese
Traditional Medicinal Herb Garden,
named by Ms. White “one of the most
extensive Chinese herbal medicine
gardens in the United States where
you will experience over one hundred
Chinese herbs in their natural state,
arranged in the garden according to
their therapeutic categories.”
$20, $15 members
Papaver somniferum

Sunset Stroll
Wednesday, June 2, 2010 6 pm – 8 pm
Enjoy the glorious evening light and a glass of wine or sparkling
lemonade as you walk through the Garden in the quiet after hours.
$10, Free for members
New! Intoduction to Lake Making
Wednesday, June 9, 2010 6 pm - 9 pm
Lakes are paints made from natural dyes. In this class you will
prepare vats for several dyes and learn how to turn these into
pigments you can use for painting. Led by Artist Judi Pettite.
$65, $60 members

Plant name?

Ragas and Redwoods:
Indian Classical Music in the Grove
Sunday, May 9, 2010 2 pm – 4 pm
Join visiting artists from India
Partha Bose on sitar with tabla
player Indranil Malik at this special
Mother’s Day concert. Perfect for
families. $15, $12 members
Partha Bose and Indranil Malik

A Walk through the
Garden of Old Roses
Saturday, May 15, 2010 10 am – 12 pm
Join horticulturist Peter Klement for
a lovely morning stroll through the
Garden of Old Roses at the peak of
its bloom. Discover the rose’s rich
historical background and listen to
amazing ethnobotanical tales.
$20, $15 members
Garden of Old Roses

New! Vertical Gardens
Saturday, May 15, 2010 1 pm - 3 pm
Join guest horticulturists and designers from Flora Grubb
Gardens in San Francisco to learn how to design vertical
gardens. You’ll learn the appropriate plants to use, care
and you will plant a vertical garden to take home with you.
$50, $40 members

University of California Botanical Garden at Berkeley

Music in the Redwood Grove

Jazz in the Grove
Thursday, June 10, 2010
5:30 pm – 7 pm
The Garden’s Redwood Grove
Amphither is the perfect venue for Jazz.
Enjoy this early evening outdoor concert. Great for families.
$15, $12 members

New! Celebrate the Summer Solstice
Monday, June 21, 2010 5 pm – 9 pm
Come enjoy an evening in the Garden on this special solstice day.
Walk up to the Rose Garden to see the sunset.
Free with Garden Admission
New! Horticultural Walks
Thursdays 1pm
April 8 – Meghan Ray, Southern Africa
May 13 – Ken Bates, California
June 17 – Peter Klement, South America
Free for Members; $10 General
Public; Space is Limited;
Registration required

Horticultural program

For all programs: Reservations are required for all programs
and events, except the Sick Plant Clinic and Plant Sales.
Parking is available in the UC lot across from the Garden
on Centennial. Program fees include Garden admission.
Register early, class space is limited. Cancellations
received at least two weeks prior to program date are
subject to a $10 service fee. Program fees of $10 or less
and cancellations received less than two weeks to the
program are non-refundable. Full refund if the program is
cancelled by the Garden. For more info visit
http://botanicalgarden.berkeley.edu
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GARDEN NOTES

Photo by Holly Forbes

Horticulturist Dylan Ferreira joined the staff in
October. He is responsible for the Australasian Area, the
New World Desert and the
Tanglewood Estate in Sausalito.
Dylan was born in Walnut Creek
and grew up in Calistoga. He
became interested in plants
and horticulture in his early
teens and worked in landscape
maintenance for a number of
years. He attended Santa Rosa
Junior College and earned a B.S.
in Agricultural Pest Management
from California Polytechnic
New Horticulturist
State University at San Luis
Dylan Ferreira
Obispo. Since graduating he
spent time in West Africa as an agricultural researcher and
worked in the Invasive Exotic Weeds department of the U.S.
Department of Agriculture.
Garden Research Associate Dr. Chelsea Specht
received a Hellman Family Faculty Fund Award from the
Berkeley campus for the academic year 2009-2010. Established
in 1995 by Warren and Patricia Hellman, the fund helps ensure
that important research by junior faculty receives needed
support. The maximum award amount is $50,000. Dr. Specht’s
proposed research program is “The Evolution of Adaptive Floral
Morphology in an Ecologically Important Group of Tropical
Monocots (Zingiberales).”
Dr. Specht donated over 30 tropical plants to the
Garden’s collection in November 2009, Many of these gingers
and their relatives will be added to the Tropical House plantings
and others will be used in teaching and research.
Members of the Hardy Fern Foundation and the British
Pteridological Society visited the Garden during a study tour
visit in September 2009. The 30 participants were thrilled with
the Garden’s extensive fern collections (434 taxa, over 600
accessions). The xerophytic ferns and Californian and Mexican
& Central American fern collections were highlights of their tour.
The Center for Plant Conservation held a weeklong regional conservation training workshop in the Garden’s
Conference Center. Participants represented various federal
agency and local agency and NGO personnel. Instructors came
from across the US to provide training in topics such as plant
genetics, restoration techniques and building partnerships.
Horticulturist Colin Baxter has taken on management
of the Crops of the World Garden. He is bringing the
biogeographic organization of the beds into focus. Extensive new
plantings will be showcased this spring.
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Public Tours are offered at 1:30 pm each Thursday, Saturday and Sunday. Call (510) 643-2755

SPRING PLANT SALE 2010

Members’ Sale & Silent Auction
Friday, April 23, 5 - 7:30 pm

~~~

Cantua buxifolia

Public Sale

Saturday, April 24, 10 am - 2 pm
510-643-2755

•

~~~
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