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PROGRAMS & EVENTS
2019: Connecting Plants and People

EDUCATION
A New Docent Training Program
The Garden has many avenues for educating the public,
from lectures, walks, and workshops, to outreach at schools and
community events, but the heart of our education program is our
docents. As they guide visitors through our diverse landscapes,
they reveal the underlying plant science and natural history to
provide a deeper understanding of the collection.
With great excitement, we launched a new docent training
course at the Garden this fall. In 2018 we took a brief hiatus from
offering the traditional eight-month course so we could reflect on
how best to give new docents the skills and tools to feel grounded
in this place, confident in their knowledge, and equipped with the
art of guiding visitors of all ages on a journey of discovery. We
redesigned the course by splitting it into two modules and by
developing a post-graduation continuing education component.
The first four months of the new docent training course
began this September. Module One provides trainees with a
sense of place in our living museum of plants. It also gives them
expertise on the core plant concepts we weave into Garden
interpretation. We focus on understanding the collection as a
curated living museum and on our role in plant conservation. In
this updated curriculum, we take a more systematic approach
to teaching botany, with a new emphasis on plant evolution,
adaptation, and diversity. By the end of Module One trainees will
be able to confidently lead a general Plants of the World tour in
the Garden.
After winter break, trainees return for Module Two. In this

section of the course, we dive into the details of themed tours.
Each theme provides a new lens through which to explore the
inner workings of the natural world and our relationship with
plants. There are currently 15 tour topics for docents to draw
from, including the popular Plant Wonders: A Sensory Walk and
California Ecosystems and Habitats. In addition to mastering
tour content as part of the Module Two curriculum, trainees will
learn some of the most engaging ways to bring the topics to life.
Experienced docents will model guided observation and inquiry
techniques using hands-on materials and other interpretation
strategies. As they practice the art of telling plant stories, trainees
will delve into best practices for audience engagement that lead
to those wonderful “aha!” or “wow!” moments of discovery.
Trainees will shadow experienced docents on real tours so that
by completion of the course they will be ready to lead their own
guided walks.
After trainees have been steeped in botany basics and
interpretation skills during the eight month formal course,
they will learn more about plant treasures in each area of the
Garden from horticulture staff. A variety of continuing education
opportunities provided throughout the year will help them
expand their expertise.
This year’s docent training class consists of an outstanding
group of individuals from myriad interesting backgrounds, all
who share a special enthusiasm for plants and gardens. We are
so pleased to have them embark on this new training program
and join our community.
Christine Manoux, Director of Education & Programs

Centered around the theme of
ethnobotany, our programs during 2019
have been particularly meaningful. The Year
of Ethnobotany began with our 10th annual
Plants Illustrated exhibit of botanical art,
with members of the Northern California
Society of Botanical Artists presenting
lovely artworks highlighting relationships
between plants and people.
By February, the Garden programs
were in full swing, with events centered
around one of the most important plants
we use on a daily basis – coffee! With the
aim of deepening public understanding
of the complex issues that surround our
use of plants, we also hosted programs on
chocolate, kava, biblical botany, and more.
The newly revamped Fiber & Dye
exhibit, along with associated programming,
opened in March and was wonderfully
received. Monthly Plants + People talks
featured UC Berkeley graduate students and
post-docs presenting on interdisciplinary
aspects of ethnobotany.
During the summer, we switched gears
to our beloved Redwood Grove concert
series and hosting the Apples & Hops
Garden Festival. The year culminated in
our international Ethnobotany Symposium,
which
brought
together
scholars,
practitioners, and community members to
discuss and engage with the multitude of
subtopics that constitute ethnobotany.

2020: Conservation in Focus
Conservation underpins all of our
work at the Garden, so this is the theme
we will spotlight throughout 2020. Next
year, look for monthly talks, workshops,
panel discussions, and tours of the Garden
centered around the important and pressing
topic of conservation. We will be taking this
opportunity to share with the public some
of the important local and international
work the Garden is doing to help save the
world’s rare and endangered plants.
Deepa Natarajan, Program Coordinator

From top: 2019 Plants Illustrated: Celebrating Ethnobotany exhibit; The newly revamped Fiber & Dye
exhibit; Children enjoying apple samples from Filoli at Apples & Hops.
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PROGRAMS & EVENTS: ETHNOBOTANY SYMPOSIUM
The Garden hosted its first-ever ethnobotany symposium,
Connecting Plants and People: An Ethnobotanical Conversation,
on October 11 - 12, 2019. Over the course of two days, the vast
discipline of ethnobotany was explored through a variety of
lectures, hands-on workshops, tours, and demonstrations. The

Garden hosted both local and world-renowned speakers and
presented examples of the multi-faceted relationship between
people and plants. We thank our sponsors, speakers, over 200
attendees, and volunteer Garden community for making this a
memorable experience for all!

Top: Model strutting the redwood runway (Photo by Paige Green).
Bottom row, from left: Lining up before the show; Designers from left: Aleishall Girard Maxon, Erica Tanov, Christina Kim, Sierra Reading, Kenya Miles, Kristine
Vejar, Ashley Corso, Angelina deAntonis (Photos by Paige Green); Designers working collaboratively with their pieces in a planning meeting.

We were inspired by the Year of Ethnobotany to revive the
well-received Green Gala eco-fashion show that had been held
in the Redwood Grove in 2009 and 2011. This richly aesthetic
and meaningful tradition showcases local designers with their
beautiful plant-based garments. In 2019, the Garden worked with
nine designers-in-residence who utilized dyes from the botanical
world and fabrics made from plant-based fibers in their designs.
Their work demonstrates the innovative potential of eco-fashion.
Amongst other endeavors, the designers addressed the need to

recycle and reduce waste in the textile industry, collaborated with
traditional artisans from around the world, and developed new
techniques for surface design and sculptural art. During Runway
in the Redwoods, audience members were deeply moved by the
peaceful poise of the models and the delightful music of Steven
Emerson and friends. As one attendee commented, “It was like a
commitment ceremony to climate change.” Following the fashion
show, guests were invited to peruse and perhaps purchase a
selection of plant-based garments and accessories.

Top row, from left: Tom Carlson leading the Food Plants of the World Tour; Dissecting the spices of ras al hanout with Gary Martin (Photos by Paige Green).
Middle row: Yoshiko Wada demonstrating indigo and cochineal dying (Photos by Paige Green).
Bottom row, from left: International House participants join the conversation; Speakers discussing textiles on stage during a Q&A at the first day's lectures.
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NEW BOARD MEMBERS
Doreen Sinha grew up in San Jose and received B.A. degrees
in Molecular & Cell Biology and Psychology from UC Berkeley.
Following graduation, she worked in equity research in Manhattan
before returning to the San Francisco Bay Area. She currently
works in Commercial Operations at Genentech. She and her
husband Ravi, a fellow Cal alum, are active on several boards in
their community and Sinha has held leadership roles in multiple
groups on the peninsula. She and her husband live in Burlingame
with their two children.
June Smith has been an avid gardener since the age of five. During
her professional career, she worked in University Relations at
UCLA, UC San Diego, and the University of California’s Office of
the President. She was lucky to marry another avid gardener, Ad
Brugger, who was a UC Dean and Vice Chancellor. They gardened
together in Piedmont, where June still resides. June is a former
president of the Piedmont Garden Club, a member organization
of the Garden Club of America, where June was also National
Treasurer. She and her husband (now deceased) have served on the Garden’s volunteer
board several times in the past.
Catherine Watters is a botanical artist and instructor who
shows her work in annual exhibitions, including recently at UCBG;
Filoli; Wave Hill, NY; Kew Gardens, UK; and Villa Bardini, Italy.
Her paintings are included in permanent collections at the Hunt
Institute; Sydney Royal Botanic Gardens Florilegium; Royal Botanic
Gardens, Kew; Museum of Natural History, Paris; Brooklyn Botanic
Garden Florilegium; Alcatraz Florilegium; and Filoli Florilegium.
Catherine co-founded the Alcatraz Florilegium and the Château de
Brécy Florilegium in France. She received a B.A. in French and Art from UC Davis and now
teaches and lectures at UCBG, Filoli, Wellesley College and various institutions in France.

Rhododendron protistum X R. grande

GARDEN ADVISORY BOARD
This has been a great year for the
Garden and next year promises to be even
more exciting. With our new director,
Lewis Feldman, having come on board,
we are preparing to move the Garden
forward in its mission goals: developing and
maintaining a diverse living collection of
plants, supporting teaching and worldwide
research in plant biology, furthering
the conservation of plant diversity, and
promoting public understanding and
appreciation of plants and the natural
environment.
We have already made notable

strides toward each of these goals and are
positioning ourselves to take advantage
of new opportunities in the coming year.
We have at last obtained control of and
responsibility for the Jane Gray Greenhouse
and its associated Headhouse. Once the
Jane Gray Greenhouse has been refurbished
and returned to optimal functioning, it will
house the endangered tropical collection
in three of the bays (currently housed in
a collapsing greenhouse in the corporate
yard) and provide one bay for research
and conservation studies. The Headhouse
will be converted into a working wet lab

for conservation and research, as has
long been needed at the Garden. This will
greatly strengthen the Garden’s capacity
for hosting research and conservation
studies.
The Garden is closing the year of a
lively series of events comprising the Year
of Ethnobotany. On October 10th and 12th
the Garden hosted over 200 attendees
for the symposium Connecting Plants and
People: An Ethnobotanical Conversation
with a stellar international cast of speakers
and workshop leaders.
The Advisory Board participated with

Garden staff this year in a strategic planning
exercise to contemplate the Garden’s
future. The board and staff summarized for
the new director the remarkable progress
that has already been made toward
fulfilling the goals of Master Plan 2020.
The operating plan guided us well and we
have made heartening progress! With 2020
nearly here, the board and staff are already
working together to produce a new plan
for 2025.
We are delighted to be working with
Lew Feldman and look forward to another
wonderful year at the Garden.
Beth Burnside, Chair

Michael Sasso grew up on the East Coast and developed a love of
plants at an early age through being exposed to orchids and tropical
plants in Florida. Following his graduation from the University of
Pennsylvania, he managed agricultural and residential properties
where his responsibilities included overseeing renovations,
landscaping, and development. In 1997, Michael started a
landscaping business and rare plant nursery in San Francisco.
Thanks to his unique expertise in horticulture and design, “Potrero
Gardens” quickly became a destination and community focal point.
Chris Carmichael is a native of Massachusetts, but has lived in
California for 22 years. He received his Bachelor’s degree in Biology
from the University of Connecticut and his Ph.D. from Michigan
State University. He then worked as Curator of Mammals and Birds
at the MSU Museum. He started volunteering at the Garden in 1997,
then joined the staff the next year. After retiring from his position
as Associate Director of Collections and Horticulture in 2016, he
continued gardening at his home in Oakland. Chris is pleased to be
volunteering at the Garden again.
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GARDEN STAFF

VOLUNTEERS
Volunteers serve with passion and dedication in every aspect
of the Garden’s mission and work. The Garden continues to grow
and thrive thanks to the thousands of hours that volunteers
give each year. The Garden is extraordinarily fortunate to have
such a vibrant and diverse community so devoted to this special
place! The picture above was taken at the Docent, Ambassador &
Garden Shop Social in May; their hats were designed and made by
docent emeritus and artist Carol Foster, standing far left.
At the end of each year, we recognize those who have
reached five-year increment milestones in volunteering at the
Garden. In 2018, those who have been volunteering for ten years
and above included:

10 Years of Service: Linda Benjes, Rissa Coplan, Tim Gregory,
Betsy Littell, Joan Primeau, Akiko Yamamura
15 Years of Service: Cynthia Plambeck, Michael Chinn, Elaine
Halnan
20 Years of Service: Steve Asztalos, Emma Connery, Dorothy
Sanchirico
25 Years of Service: Nicholas Mills
30 Years of Service: Nathan Shoehalter
Perry Hall, Volunteer & Tour Coordinator

Tales of
Gardens, Culture, and Cuisine

May 23 –June 3, 2020

Discover Andalusia! As we make our way from Malaga to Granada, Cordoba, and Seville, we will visit
exceptional private homes and gardens, as well as historical palaces and cortijo country estates. Join us
on this international tour in support of the UC Botanical Garden and escorted by Katherine Greenberg.

sterlinggardentours.com/andalusia2020

Third time’s the charm! After two attempts to retire—the first
in 2002 as Chair of Deans in the College of Letters and Science
and the second from the Garden in 2016—Paul Licht finally
retired for good in June 2019. Paul had stepped back in as interim
director during a crucial period in October 2018 and continued
to serve the Garden the remainder of the academic year. Paul's
14 years of unparalleled service to the Garden include overseeing
the design and construction of the new Garden Entrance Plaza,
expanding staff and collections, managing the relocation of Julia
Morgan Hall to the Garden, negotiating different phases of ADA
compliance work, and cementing re-acquisition of the Jane Gray
Greenhouse and Head House. Although no longer an official
member of the staff, visitors will continue to hear Paul’s voice
floating around the grounds. You are most likely to encounter
him driving around in the Licht Mobile golf cart, giving a tour, and
telling one of his many treasured Garden stories.

Ben Anderson, horticulturist for the California Area, accepted
a position at the nearby Regional Parks Botanic Garden in
December 2018. We look forward to collaborating with him in
his new role.

Sophia Warsh joined the staff to care for the California
Collection in spring of 2019. She has over 15 years of horticultural
experience working at the Queens Botanical Garden, Central
Park Conservancy, and Missouri Botanical Garden. Sophia has
a certificate in landscape design from the New York Botanical
Garden and attended the
Native Plant School at the Shaw
Nature Reserve in Missouri.
She recently completed an M.S.
in Museum and Field Studies
from the University of Colorado
Boulder with an emphasis on
field botany of Western North
America and natural history
collection management.

Ethan Fenner joined the staff in June as Horticulturist for the
Southern African Collection. He has a B.A. in Biology from New
College of Florida and recently graduated from the School of
Professional Horticulture at the New York Botanical Garden.
Before coming to the UC Botanical Garden, he studied and
interned at various collections,
including the Floridian scrub
mints at Bok Tower Gardens,
South African collections at
the San Francisco Botanical
Garden, and collections in
the Tropical Nursery at Royal
Botanic Gardens, Kew.

Megan Peterson joined the
staff in August 2019 as Visitor
Experience Coordinator. She
graduated from UC Santa Cruz
with a B.A. in American Studies
and comes with eight years of
tourism and customer service
experience from her work at
Visit Stockton, the destination
marketing organization for
her hometown of Stockton,
California.

Emily Gude joined the staff
in August 2019 as our new
Membership Manager. She
comes to us most recently
from Inglenook Winery in
the Napa Valley, where she
held a leadership role on its
Membership and Special Events
team. She is a UC Berkeley
alumna, having graduated with
a B.A. in Art History. She previously worked for UC Berkeley as
part of the Development and Alumni Relations department.

Sarah Winninger left the Garden in January 2019 to become
the Development Associate at the College of Natural Resources
at UC Berkeley. She joined the Garden staff five years ago as
the Membership Specialist, and then filled the Development
Associate position.
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$100,000 and above
GLENN HALDAN

ANONYMOUS

$50,000 to $99,999
JON & CONSTANCE HARTUNG

BERNARD E & ALBA WITKIN CHARITABLE FOUNDATION

JIM & LINDA LANDAU

ANONYMOUS
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THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS 7/2018 - 6/2019
CHRISTINA & CHARLES MACFARLANE

MICHAEL & ALISON SEAMAN

MARA & DON MELANDRY

STEPHEN SIEGELMAN

KISHIKO & HIROSHI NIKAIDO

DOREEN & RAVI SINHA

PIEDMONT GARDEN CLUB

ELIZABETH SOJOURNER

MICHAEL & CHANDRA RUDD

ELIZABETH WATERMAN

SHASTA WILDLIFE CONSERVATION FOUNDATION

MARK WEGNER & MARY KORN

SAN FRANCISCO SUCCULENT & CACTUS SOCIETY

JANE & NELSON WELLER

MICHAEL SASSO

APRIL UOHARA & ERIK HELGESTAD

LAURA SAWCZUK & LUKE ELLIS

GEORGE YOUNG & GILLIAN BLESSLEY

$500 to $999

NORM & JANET PEASE

$10,000 to $49,999

JUNE CHEIT

LAURA & MARK NOVAK
DANIEL OBENSHAIN & LAUREN WEINSENFLUH

SUSANA CONDE & EINAR ENEVOLDSON
ANNE PACKER

THOMAS DELFINO & CYNTHIA DONG

DAVID PEARSON & BARBARA SCHONBORN

BETH BURNSIDE

CYNTHIA & RICHARD PLAMBECK

BARBARA DENGLER

GEORGE REHM & HOLLY DOYNE

ROSS ELIOT CHEIT & KATHLEEN FRANCES ODEAN

JON & ANN REYNOLDS

KRIS & MICK DIEDE

KATHLEEN ROGERS

GINA & RUSSELL BARRETTA

PATRICIA CROSS
PETER & ROBIN FRAZIER

GAYLE ROBERTS
JULIE ROSS & MARK LADNER

ALISON FEDER

NOAH ROSEN & HANNAH WOOD

LINDA & GREG GOVAN

AMY ROTH & ROBERT EPSTEIN

HELEN FISHER

JOHN SCHARFFENBERGER

CAROLE HICKMAN

OLGA SHALYGIN & CLIFFORD ORLOFF

KATHERINE & CHARLES GREENBERG

SUSAN VAN DYNE & MARILYN SCHUSTER

KUNIKO & KENTON KING

ANDREW SIGAL

THOMAS KOSTER

NELSON & JANE WELLER

WATSON & SITA LAETSCH

MARIE & FRANK STEPHENS

PAUL & BARBARA LICHT

THOMAS WOLF

BENJAMIN & CHERYL LINTNER

JULIANNE & ROBERT STOKSTAD

PAULA & MARK LOWERY

TIM TOMASHEK & HOLLIS HARRIS

$1,000 to 9,999
SUSAN & JAMES ACQUISTAPACE

CASEY MAYFIELD
MARIANNE GLASPEY & RONALD RIOUX

PABLO VALENZUELA & BERNARDITA MENDEZ

WILLIAM MCJOHN

CATHERINE & BOB WATTERS

ELIZABETH HOGG MEDWADOWSKI

SIV & ANTHONY WHEELER

WILLY & CHARLES ADAM

MARIELA & RICHARD GERSTEIN

CARL ANDERSON

ALTA TINGLE

CLAUDE BABCOCK

THEODORE & FRANCES GEBALLE

SHARI BASHIN-SULLIVAN & RICHARD SULLIVAN

LEAH & LOGAN GRANGER

PATRICIA BARNI

ELAINE HALNAN

ROBERT & ALICE BRIDGES FOUNDATION

TIM & JULIE GREGORY

BLUE BOTTLE COFFEE

KORI KODY

JENNIFER & HENRY BOWLES

PAMELA & ELMER GROSSMAN

PATRICIA BURESH

KEN KUCHMAN & CAROL MUIR

JULIA & BRUCE BURKE

GENE HASSAN

CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY

KATHRYN MAACK

PAUL & SUSAN CHERN

HILLSIDE GARDENERS OF MONTCLAIR

CAROL T CHRIST

MARIN COUNTY PARKS

CENTER FOR PLANT CONSERVATION, INC.

CURTIS & KRIS HOFFMAN

CASPER CURTO & DARYL DUCHARME

OCEAN VIEW BREW WORKS

KATHLEEN CORREIA & STEPHEN EVANS

MARILY & DAVID HOWEKAMP

DOROTHY KING YOUNG CHAPTER

JENNIFER & MARSHALL WHITE

NORMAN CORREIA

SUANNE B & GRANT M INMAN

THE GARDENER

ELIZABETH WOODBURY

VANESSA & JESSE CREWS

PATRICIA & GLEN ITANO

HELENE GORDON

RAMONA DAVIS

JUDIT & THOMAS JACKOVICS

EARL & EVELYN DOLVEN

LINDA & TERRY KANAT

FREDERIC DORTORT & GAEL FITZMAURICE

CATHERINE & JAMES KOSHLAND

ENCHANTING PLANTING, INC.

SUZANNE LEGALLET & KARL GERCERNS

BEVERLEE FRENCH & CRAIG RICE

SUSAN LEONG

Special Thanks

Tribute bench recipient

Tribute brick recipient

Celebrate Loved Ones
WITH A

Living Tribute

These one-of-a-kind gifts are seamlessly incorporated into the UC Botanical
Garden's renowned collections and ensure the future of the Garden!

For more information, contact Jenny Moore at 510-664-7969
or visit botanicalgarden.berkeley.edu/donate.

